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At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 28 January 14 at 7.00 pm there were present:

Councillors

Mrs
S Merrikin (Mayor) 



Mr 
P Kay (Deputy Mayor) 

Mr 
S Cox 

Mr
C Elsmore

Mrs 
E Elsmore 

Mrs
J Morgan

Mr 
G Prosser

Mrs 
N Holloway

Mr 
R Drury
Mr 
I Baird

Also Present County and District Cllr Paul McMahon, Mr Walt Williams and a member of the press.

Public Forum

Cllr C Elsmore stated that the lights in the main carpark by Tuffins were not lit up and he had a fall in the carpark because of this.  Cllr Merrikin said this had been the case for some time and complaints had been made. The clerk was asked to raise this with the District Council. Cllrs mentioned that the Christmas lights were still up and wanted to know if the committee would like some help in getting them down. The clerk was asked to contact the Christmas lights committee and ascertain the situation. The Public Forum closed at 7.05.  

188. Apologies 
Apologies were noted from Cllrs Atherley, Penny and C Morgan.
189. Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest.  
190. To allow dispensation requests 

There were no dispensations 

191. To approve the minutes of 17 December 2013 & 21 January 2014
The Minutes of the meeting held on 17 December 2013 & 21 January 2014 were noted and it was proposed that they be approved.


Proposed: Cllr Kay 

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan  
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
192. To raise matters from the meeting 17 December 2013 & 21 January 2014 
17 December 2014

Item 179 –Response from the letter received from the police will be agendaed for Public Safety Committee next month.  
Item 166 Cllr J Morgan questioned if there will be another Dog Waste bin put on the cycle path.  The Clerk stated that it was the responsibility of the District Council and although we had requested more bins we could not confirm that this would happen. Cllr Merrikin suggested that it went to Amenities Committee to see if the Town Council would purchase another bin. 
193. To hear report from the Police 

PC Dix reported that since December there have been 20 reports to the police from the parish.  4 Sexual offences, 4 Assaults, (3 Injury).  2 Public order, 3 Thefts (1 Dwelling, I Vehicle, 1 unauthorised taking of a vehicle), and 6 reports of criminal damage. 
Cllr Merrikin has received complaints from the public that on a Friday night they had to wait 45 minutes for a 101 call to be answered.  She asked PC Dix to pass this information on to the relevant departments as letters had been written, but there were still problems. 
Cllr C Elsmore asked it there were any operations taking place in the Forest that the Council could be made aware of. He was unaware of anything currently ongoniong. 
Cllr J Morgan said last week there were canisters alight on the cyclepath to Milkwall, PC Dix said to make the police aware as well as (Delete letting) the FoDDC (know).  
The Council is part of a consortium bid  with the CSP and the other four towns (putting in a bid) for 4 mobile cameras. PC Dix was made aware that there were training issues on recording the CCTV, especially as one of the seconded PCSO’s (officers) who was proficient had now returned to Cinderford. 
Cllr Kay (The Town council) asked with the Tax Discs no longer being displayed in vehicles’ from later on this year, if the area had many automatic no plate recognition cameras.  PC Dix said due to (it had a) cost implication only (but) main trunk roads had them.  
194. To agree payments (see attached) 
The payments for January 2014 were noted and agreed.
195. To agree petty cash payments (see attached)   
The Petty cash payments for January 2014 were noted and agreed
196. To note the monthly budget figures (see attached)

The monthly budget figures for January 2014 were noted and agreed

197. To make a decision regarding the Battle of Coleford event with the Sealed Knots revised costings
The revised costings for the proposed Battle of Coleford were studied. There was a reduction of £500.00 from the initial charge. It was proposed that the Battle go ahead for this reduced price.

Proposed: Cllr I Baird 

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.

198. To agree the recommendations of the Events and Marketing Committee

There were no recommendations but the report was noted

The WW1 Splinter group is meeting on the 29th January to enable them to get a bid in shortly. 

199. To agree the recommendations of the Finance and Office Committee 

Cllr Merrikin reported that the Bells Golf Club had expressed an interest in continuing to use the Bells Field as a driving range. She had told them to contact the Clerk
It was proposed the recommendations be accepted. 


Proposed: Cllr P Kay 

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.

200. To note the decisions of the Planning Committee 

Cllrs C Elsmore Prosser attended the site meeting at Tufthorn this morning and put the councils concerns regarding the change of use from Industry to Housing to them.

The minutes of the 17 December 13 and 7 January 2014 were noted.

201. To note the report of the NDP Steering Group

The Clerk reported that Steering Group had determined its terms of reference which need to be agreed by the Town Council. The Steering group had also defined the working relationship between the Town Council and itself. The Town Council is the primary body and financial authorisation would always be the responsibly of the Town Council.

It was proposed that the Town Council need to accept the terms of agreement.  

Proposed: Cllr I Baird 

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.

202. To note the Clerks report

The Clerks report was noted 

203. To note reports from Members (for information only)

The Mayor attended the Holocaust day on the 25th January and said she hoped it would become an annual event and had received positive feedback about the event. Both the Mayor and Deputy Mayor have sent time on arranging the Civic Dinner.
Cllr Kay 

7th 
January 
Highways Meeting with County Councillor

17th 
January 
Meeting with Bells re the Civic Dinner

22nd
 January
Community Safety Partnership re CCTV Bid

23rd
January 
FoDDC Budget Consultation

25th 
January 
Holocaust Remembrance 

Cllr Kay reported that he was dismayed at the FoDDC Budget Consultation by the FoDDC negative approach to their budget.  They are indirectly going to tax people through both the increase in Car Parking charges and the Green Waste Licence.  Also they are now intending to charge the vulnerable 50% for vermin control.  Cllr Kay feels that the additional money required should be raised by an increase in the annual council tax and asked that the Clerk write to the District Council on the Town Council behalf.


Proposed: Cllr P Kay 

Seconded:
Cllr I Baird

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.

Cllr J Morgan 

25th January

Holocaust Remembrance

Cllr N Holloway

25th January

Holocaust Remembrance

Cllr G Prosser

28th January 
 
Tufthorn Site Visit

Cllr Drury 
25th January 

Holocaust Remembrance
27th January 

Coleford Area Partnership

Cllr C Elsmore

       January

Lydbrook flood meeting
 

25th January 

Holocaust Remembrance

27th January 

Coleford Area Partnership

28th January 

Tufthorn Site Visit

Cllr I Baird

25th January
 Holocaust Remembrance

27th January
 Berryhill/Christchurch NDP Steering Group Meeting

204. To note reports from District and County Councillors (for information only)

Cllr C Elsmore attended a Cabinet meeting regarding Lawnstone House.  It is being deferred as new information has been received which has not yet been assessed.  The Forward Planning department has taken Coleford Town Council’s comments on board.

County Cllr and District Cllr Paul McMahon reported that there is confusion regarding Lawnstone House and reiterated Cllr Elsmore report that it is being deferred. The FoDDC feels it is not getting enough money from the church.
He is also championing the flooding in the Coleford area and is meeting with Dennis Martin and others to get more information to put pressures to get things done. He has kept a log of the flooding in Newland going back to 1970.

There is also a motion through regarding the Badger Cull and they are gathering information from all those who took part so they have documented evidence. 
205. To note correspondence (for information only) see attached  

Correspondence noted 

The meeting ended at 20.40 pm
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